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The one hundredth meridian used to he

the western Umlt of the wheat belt of
Kansas. and nut many years ago. Now
it runs to {'age City, on the one hundred
and second meridian. In fact, wheat is
now growing everywhere in Kansas with¬
out irrigation. This year it Is believed that
a sixty-five-milllon-bushel crop has been
harvested, and one-third of It has been

grown upon what was formerly called the

grejt American desert. ISarton. Harper.
Kingman, Phillips. Pratt. Reno. Rice.
Rooks and Stafford counties, which con¬

tribute the great share of the wheat crop,
are In the desert.
The boundaries of the cultivated area,

the agricultural frontier, have been extend¬
ing gradually westward ever since the set¬
tlement of the state. In 1800 the extreme
limit of cultivation was Kmporia. llO miles
from Kansas City. In 1870 the people of
Manhattan were plowing up the ground
and making gardens. In 1880 Sallna was
the agricultural outpost. 2st> miles from the
Missouri state line. Before and after 18J*>
there were seven lean years, and many
farms in the central and western part of
the state were abandoned: but in 18!>:i there
was plenty of rain and plenty of sunshine,
and empire resumed Its westward march,
in Ellis county was the limit, hut since
then the plowman has reached the bound¬
ary of Colorado, and the railways running
east and west are now lined with wheat
farms on both sides.

Increased Fertility of Kansas.
There ar . many theories concerning the

Increase of the rainfall in Kansas. It is the
popular Impression that the plowing of the
ground In an arid region is necessarily fol¬
lowed by Increased precipitation, on the
theory that lie fore plowing the rain runs

off thu hard surface as it would from a
roof, while after plowing it soaks Into the
soil and is easily sucked up into the at¬
mosphere by the rays of the sun. There is
no doubt that the wild buffalo grass which
covered the prairies of Kansas with its
matted roots formed a surface as hard and
Impenetrable as a slate roof, and that for¬
merly the water as it fell from the sky ran
Into the coolees and streams immediately
without soaking into the earth. When the
turf Is turned the thirsty soil drinks in all
the rain that falls upon It. and the water
percolates through to the clay or bed rock.
There Is no doubt that this contributes
much to the fertility of the soil, but there
Is nothing to prove an increase of rain¬
fall. There are records for only a few
years In the western part of the state, and
they are neither accurate nor complete.The human memory is very unreliable also,
and It is easy to obtain plenty of testimony
on both sides.
The average annual rainfall throughoutKansas for eighteen years, from 1887 to

Inclusive.so far as the Imperfect rec¬
ords show, was 27.44 inches. The averagerainfall for lyot was ,'i2.S)> inches; for 1 ifXI
It was 2»>..'t4 fitches, and for 1802 it was 28.22
inches. The average annual rainfall for
eighteen years in eastern Kansas was 35.10
Inches; in middle Kansas. 2(>.!)S inches,
and in western Kansas. 19.32 inches. A
comparison of years shows great varia¬
tion, but no Increase. The greatest precipi¬
tation was In Greenwood county (50.82
Inches) and the least was at Dodge City.Ford county (17.1!) Inches).
In Wallace county, in the extreme north¬

western part of the state, records have
been kept for twelve years, which show that
there has already been more rain thus far
In 1905 than during any previous year since
1SMXI. There were also good rainy seasons
In 1898, 1895 and 19o2. The dryest years
were* 1803. IS!)!) and 1U01. The record for
twelve years proves that there has been no
permanent change one way or the other and
the remark hold3 good for the entire state.
It is useless for any one to assert that the
cultivation of the soil has Increased the
rainfall.

Remarkable Changes.
At the same time, there have been some

remarkable changes.so remarkable that
they may be called phenomena. Dodge City
offers one of the best Illustrations. Twenty-
five years ago. when It was the end of the
cattle drive, nothing would grow there. The
soldiers at the military post tried In vain to
ni ik< a garden. The experiments were re¬
peated from year to year, each time with
better success, until now very fair crops
are harvested from the dry farms In that
neighborhood, while in the towns there are
gardens as good as you can find anywhere.
Old Fort Hays, where Sheridan trade his

headquarters in the Indian war of 18ti7. was
the center of the Great American desert.
an<l anybody who imported a plow, or even
a sickle, twenty-five years ago would have
been an obJ>et of public ridicule. It is now
within the richest part of the grain belt,
and the I'nion Pacific railway hauled 2,1<>1
cars uf grain out of that station last year.
The cattle have not entirely gone, however.
There ar>> some large ranches In the neigh¬
borhood. Eighty thousand head or more of
cattle wil! tie shipped from there on the
I'nion Pacific line alone this year.
Winona, forty miles from the Colorado

border. Is the extreme western grain-ship-
pini' point of Kansas, and several train
loads have been sent from there annually
for four or five years Before that time It
was supposed that nothing but buffalo grass
would grow In that neighborhood, but now
ther. an many "dry farms".that is, farms
eultivatid without Irrigation, from which
profitable crops are harvested every year.
Then- Is no government land of any value

left In Kansas The school land has also
l>een pretty well sold out. and the proceeds
l av.' invest.d In state bonds. The gov¬
ernment lands sold for *1 25 an acre when
they »t-re not taken up by homesteaders;
the school lands brought an average of
$¦'{.00 an acre, and the lands on the railway
grant an average of J2.25 per acre. The
railway land grants are nearly all occu¬
pied The Kansas-Pacific Railroad Com¬
pany sold 1SW.OOO acres last year and has
only about 125.000 acres Jeft in Kansas and
Mto.uOO acres in Colorado, most of It lying
along the boundary between the two states.
The land is selling at $4 an acre up¬
ward. on ten years' time in ten annual In¬
stallments.
The original I'nion Pacific land grant com¬

prised 3,.>li.0U0 acres, twenty miles on each
side of the road from Junction City to Den¬
ver, and at least two-thirds of It Is now un¬
der the plow The farms average about
1H0 acres each, although there are sev¬
eral large oms of 5.000 acres or more. Some
of the tug ranches still remain Intact. The
. 'Irele Cattle Company has 80.000 acres In
Wallace county, near the Colorado bound¬
ary. which Is nineteen miles square. It
has recently sold 4O.00O acres to Marshall
& Roubedlon There Is a ranch of :-)0.0U0
acres In I.»gan county. Frank Rockefeller,
a brother of the richest men In the world,
had a lo.wo-arre ranch In Ruasell county
until a f.-w years ago. but he has sold out
and left the country, owing to the unfor¬
tunate killing of a cowboy. for_ which he
was convicted In the courts. There used to
be severtl "bonansa" farms in Kansas, but
nevr as many as In North Dakota. The
last belonged to T. C Henry, now of l)eii-
v. r who had about 10.)**) acres near Abi¬
lene it has since been cut up Into small
farms.

Settlers of a High-Class.
The settlers ont this way are a high-class

of people, probably the most Intelligent emi¬
grants In the I'nlted Sta'tes. They come
from Ohio. Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania,
Kentucky and other eastern states, includ¬
ing many young men who have outgrown
the farms at home. A large proportion of
them have sold out their home farms for
S5o, $00 and even 9100 an acre, and have
come west, where the same money will buy
ten time* as much land. Many have omm

Greatly Underpricing the Wanted Toilets.
AVoodbury's Facial Cream 14<-.
Danderlne lHc.
Fray's Ongroline 23<*.
Mmnsn's Talcum I'owder 10e.
Sanltol Tooth Powder I5«\
I'asteurine Tooth Paste 15c.
Dr. Charles' Flesh Food 33c.
4711 Glycerine Soap lie.
"Williams' r>c. Shaving Soap 3c.
Cremeiine Camphor Ice 7e.
Pinaud's Eau de (Juinine 3»c.

Bromo-Seltzer 10c. size Be.
Munyon's 15c. Witch Hazel Soap. He.
Munyon's 50c. Hair Invigorator. l»c.
Munyon's 5!5c. Witch Hazel Tal¬
cum Powder 13c.

Listerlne . 15c.
R & G. Violetle Toilet Water. .. <K5c.
Colgate's Caprice Toilet Water.. 3#c.
l'5c. Imported Tooth Brushes.... 10c.
i!."»c. Lustr-lte Nail Enamel 17o.

Quantity of cach to a buyer limited.

Just Say "Charge It.'* That's AH.

JCeefiis
513=515-5117 Seventh Street.

Two Hosiery SpeciaJs for Saturday.
Men's Half H

- 65^c,
For Saturday we shall place on sale 5.000 pairs Men's Half Hose,

in black and tan; all seamless and color absolutely
guaranteed ; this hosiery sells universally at uyic.
pair; for Saturday at

Also women's beautiful Lace Stockings, in a variety of /r*»

designs; colors are tan and black ; this hosiery is verv small
priced at 15c. pair; for Saturday reduced to

Here's Pricing That Will Break
All Records in Men's Clothing.

We've determined that tomorrow shall be one of the biggest
and busiest days of the entire year in the Men's Clothing Depart¬
ment, and to that end we have gone right through the stock and
made reductions that will be the most magnetic ever offered. What
man will resist such money-saving chances as these.

At $5.75
Yoo cam foiiy yoiar choice
from all the Syits that sell
at $11(0) and $12.5(0).

At $8.75
You cam byy yoyr choice
from all the Syits that sell
at $111?.

$ I 2 75 ^0IUIir choice from all the
^ $117.50 and $20 Syits.

ijtoe~x»w

At
Absolutely every suit, except blue serges, is included.

We shall make a special offering of Men's Blue Serge
Suits, that sell every day at $12.50 everywhere.suits we

guarantee through and through.at
7,

All Men's Trousers that sell up to $3 $1
All Men's Trousers that sell at $4 to $6 $2.98
Men's Office Coats that sell at 50c 39c.
Men's Wash Vests; 34 to 37; value up to $2 75c.
Men's $1.50 Linen and Crash Trousers; sizes 31 and 32 waist, 30 to 33 length 49c.
Young Men's $1.50 White Duck Trousers 25c.

And Young Men's Clothing is im the Sale.
Young Men's Long Pants Suits that sell up to $9.98 are to go at

Young Men's Long Pants Suits that sell up to $15 are to go at $9.75
Young Men's $12.98 Blue Serge Suits, double-breasted, are to go $7.98

Our Great 11905 Shirt Sale! It Will
ECLIPSE Every Record.

Such news as this flies quickly.the mere mention of these shirts will make to¬
morrow's Shirt Sale the most brilliantly successful we've ever had.by far the great¬
est Saturday of the year. For never in the history of shirt-selling have greater shirt
values been offered. These shirts.400 dozen of them, all told.bear the name of
the best maker in the world. We would like to tell you the brand, but they have
come to us on the express condition that we do not advertise the make, which is
known from ocean to ocean as the very best.a name that ECLIPSES all others.
The maker has taken the precaution to remove the name label, but you'll recognize
the elegant qualities at a glance.
These 400 doz. highest-grade Shirts in the world
will be placed on sale Tomorrow Morning in two lots.

H rfYft" 11 _Meo's fine Madras, Per=
lL^tlPll 11 =,-Cale and Dimity Shirts;
all this season's newest and best pat¬
terns; plain white Madras and Ox¬
ford weaves; every shirt perfect, and
every shirt most desirable.
Values posativeily
$1.00 to $1.50 =

If /Thtf" ^ Men's elegant qualitylUAi'lL Af White and Colored
Shirts, with pleated bosoms; fine
white Madras, Oxford, Dimity and
Percale; shirts handled only by the
highest=class haberdashers.

59c .75 to $2.50= = 79c
Omit Goes the Boys' Wear,

Matter What the Loss!

$1.49

No

>>c
99c,

will buy Boys' Wash Suits, in pretty sailor
blouse style: neat, plain and stripe effects;
galatea and madras.

will buy Boys' High-grade Sailor Blouse
Wash Suits; very slightly soiled: tine F.
K.. linens, galateas; all tine qualities.

will buy Boys' Fine-
grade Sailor Blouse
Suits, in Scotch chev¬
iots, wool crashes, etc.;
ail finely tailored and

sold readily as high as $3.98.
will buy Boys' Superior
Quality All-wool Black
Cheviot. Serge and
Worsted Knee Pants;
values, $1-50, $1.25 and
$1.00.
will buy Boys' Russian
Blouse and Sailor Blouse
Wash Suits, in striped
galatea and madras;
nicely embroidered

shield; suits worth $1.50.

49c,
49c,
Boys' 50c. White Duck and Linen
Knee Pants; mussed 119c.

Boys' Linen, Denim and Galatea
Wash Knee Pants; 25c.
value 7fcc.

$1.29

will buy Boys'
Handsome Russian
Blouse and Sailor
Blouse Wash Suits;
some with blouse

pants; some with white P. K. embroid¬
ered collar and 3hield; all finest mate¬
rials; value. $3.98.

will buy Boys' Splen¬
did Quality Blue
Serge Sailor Blouse
Suits, that sell reg¬
ularly at $2»s;

tastefully trimmed with white soutache
braid and embroidered shield.

Boys' good quality Wool Knee
Pants 29c.

Boys' Pleated Waists; sizes 4, 5,
6 years . 5c.

Boys' 15c. Buster Brown Collars;
in the sale at flc.

Boys' Madras Blouse
Waists 8j^C.

will buy Boys' High-
grade Wash Suits, In
finest madras, chambray
and galateas; famous
make and never sold un¬
der $1.08.
will buy Boys' Very
Stylish Norfolk Suits, In
3, 4 and 5-year sizes;
fancy mixed cheviots
and worsteds; finest

quality; value, $2.08 to $5.08; now 00c.
will buy Boys' Fine¬
ly Tailored Double-
breasted Suits, in
neatest dark mix¬
tures; suitable for

summer dress wear; value, $;i.08.

99c,
99c,

$1.49
plain and

J Sc.
Boys' Thin Coats;

striped; 50c. value.

Boys' Fauntleroy Blouse
Waists 8&C.

Boys' Brownie Overalls. 112^C.

Closing: Out the Straw Hats.
9Sc.Choice of any Man's Straw Hat, no matter how high-

priced, including finest grades
Children's Straw Sailors.the entire stock in two biglots.all hats that sell from $1 to $1.25 at 49c.; all hats that

sell up to $ 1 35c.

the
Women's Wear.

on

A most attractive Saturday offering of
very well-made and desirable Shirt
Waist Suits, in stripe, dot
and figure percales; waists
nicely pleated; a rare bar¬
gain in tomorrow's sale at
Very stylish Dotted India Linon Suits,

sheerest materials; beautifully trimmed
with lace and embroidery; some in the
latest surplice styles;
were made to sell
$3.00. One of the big¬
gest sales at
Highest-grade Wash Suits of White

India Linen; broad hemstitched tucks
and embroidered medallions; line hem¬
stitched tucks and em¬
broidery.the newest
and most stylish pro¬
ductions; regular price.
$4 00
Handsome Skirts, in duck. India linon,

sail cloth, linen lawns, etc., in pleated,
applique and strapped
seam styles; all are
tailor-made and in¬
tended to sell up to
$3.08

79c,

;; $11.49

$ 11.98
luck, India linon.
etc., in pleated,

$11.49

Fine quality Skirts in best butchers'
linen, natural linens, piques, duck, India
linons, linen lawns,
etc.; 30-gore skirts,
with side pleats and
kilted styles; values
are $4 and $5 '

The newest effects In Bathing Suits at
a materially reduced price for the day.
They are made of extra good quality
brilliantine, black and
blue; all nicely trimmed
with white braid: the
regular price Is $4; for
the day's selling
Waists made of the finest quality

China silk. The designs are the richest
and handsomest shown this season.ex¬
quisite patterns in silk-worked eyelet
embroidery, finest Val. lace insertion,
hemstitched pin tucks and clusters of
tucks, lace-edged collars and cuffs,
heavy lace Insertion, etc.; the colors
are white, cream, blue
and brown. Although
worth high as $S.00, to
be closed out at

$11.98

,49

$2.49
The millinery Dept. Hakes
Its Greatest Reductions.

Saturday in the millinery store
holds forth the greatest price-reduc¬
tions of the season. These are in¬
stances.
Trimmed Hats
Worth Up to
$5 - - «

Trimmed Hats
$1.98

<j Worth Up to$2.98
Trimmed Hats
Worth Up to
$10 - - - - -

Ready = for- ^Wear "»ts «L39Val. up to $6 ^

These New

some Cruets,

5%c.
For the 4-hour sale tomorrow

evening we shall offer 500 of these

pretty Vinegar and Oil Cruets in

entirely new design; 4-ounce ca¬

pacity ; finely polished glass ; extra

heavy base. On sale from 5 to 9

p.m. only. But two to a buyer,
and none delivered.

Wrappers, Kimonas and
House

Money-Saving News From
the Grocery Dept.

s
Choice 5j)(CShoulderHams
All Washingtonians know the

reputation of the firm of J. A.
Whitfield & Co. for furnishing the
best smoked meats.and when we
say we shall place on sale 500 of
their choice shoulder hams tomor¬
row will be here promptly. They
are 4 and 5 pounds weight and
are to be sold at 9c. pound.

%c,
Finest
Simon ij
PureJaims
One of tomorrow's best leaders

In the grocery dept. will l>e the
f imous "Simon Pure" brand J.ims
put up by the I.ewiston Canning
Co. at their model kitchens, f,ew-
iston. N. Y. They are in large
glass jars, with patent air-tight
sealed tops; every grocer gets 25c.
for these fine Jams.

Lot of 500 Light
Lawn Wrappers, all
nicely made with
flounce on skirt; pret¬
tily finished with
washable braid ; in all
sizes; value is 98c.

49c

Cool and comfort¬
able Lawn Kimonas,
in pretty Japanese fan
effects ; full length ; all
fast colors and per¬
fectly made in every
respect; reduced to

79c,

Very desirable two-
piece House Dresses,
made of fine lawns
and percales; all size
36; light colors; very
well made; just the
thing for indoor
dress.

98c.

Clearance Reductions in
Hosiery and Underwear..

Women's Nice

a754c.
Several hundreds of pairs of , TWomen's Fast Black Seamless J ry

Hosiery that sells regularly at /J
15c. pair; to be closed out at..
Just what tho men want.the well-

known Otis make Balbrlggan Shirts and
Drawers. They sell every¬
where at 50c. Tomorrow
we shall close them out at
3 for $1. or, per garment..

3Sc.

Considerable lot of Women's
Quality Hosiery, in tan
and black; selling regu¬
larly at 15c. pair; to
closed out at
We shall tomorrow close out

lot of Men's Night Shirts,
that never sell under 50c..
at 3 for $1, or, each

a big

35c.

Coffee.Blankg's 27c.
Herring.Auto brand 3^c.
Zest.With Piece of China BO^C.
Bread Soda.Arm and Hammer; 3 i>kgs. for 5c.
Syrup.Kairomel Corn ; 25^-lb. cans GJ&C.
Corned Beef.i-lb. tins uqc>
Corn.New Homestead S^C.
Peas.Challenge Brand; 12c. usually. 6^C.
Baked Beans.Chef Brand *>^c.
Flour.Gold Medal; 12-lb. sacks... 4§C.
Condensed Milk.White House brand 2~fyc.
Sardines.Imported 6%c.
Soap.Fels-Naptha ; 10 cakes 39c.
Peanut Butter.in glass jars 7%c.
Ch0W=ch0W.Celery 6^C.

SMaking Large Reduction
in Children's Wear.

Girls' $2.00 White Dresses; 6 to 14 years 98c.
Girls'$3.50 White Dresses; 6 to 14 years $1.98
Girls' $5.00 White Dresses; 6 to 14 years $2.98
Girls' $8.00 White Dresses; 6 to 14 years. .. $4.98
Girls' Suspender Dresses; 6 to 12 years 49c .

Infants' Lace-trimmed Caps; 50c. value 25c.
Children's Drawers; 1 to 10 years «%C.
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here for the climate from Michigan. Wis¬
consin. Minnesota anil the Dakotas. where
the winters were too long and too cola ior

them, or their wives or daughters. The ml-
gration has been very large of lnte.larger
within the lust five years than ever. The
land sales by the Union Pacific railroad
alone during the past seven years have
been as follows:
Ynr ending June 30.

1W(!>
I'jno
l«>l
ltX>2
t!M3
IWM
10D0 <11 month*)....

Amt. of Sales.
$t.l»,7V)
1,744,8+6
1.758,487
2.1»6.370
1.303.850
2,278.344
2,222.520

The sales in 1802 Include about half a mil¬
lion dollars' worth of sheep ranges pur¬
chased by several syndicates.
gome of th« prettiest and moat prosper¬

ous towns in the world lie along the Kan¬
sas Pacific between Topeka and Denver.
Everything looks prosperous. The mort¬
gages arc all wiped out, the farmers have
built new houses and barns, and have plen¬
ty of money in tho banks: the towns are
lull of comfortable cottages and substantial
business blocks, and everywhere the school
houses are the highest example of civic pride.
As a rule, the school houses of western
towns are far superior in cost and In ar¬
chitectural design to those found In the
cast. Kansas has better school houses
than Massachusetts; Oklahoma Is far ahead
of any of the Now England states, or even
New York; and In Colorado you may find
the best school houses In the world.
Each town has its individuality; Its pe¬

culiar characteristics and interesting fea¬
tures. and nearly everywhere you will find
comfortable, well-kept hotels. Manhattan.

the first place of importance west of To¬
peka. 118 miles west of Kansas City, is a
sweet potato town. Every year Riley
county sends out about half a million dol¬
lars' worth of them, of varieties fully
equal to those of New Jersey or Maryland.
The town has a population of about 5.000,
and has two railroads, each of which ships
an average of fifty carloads of sweet po¬
tatoes every year. During the last twenty
years between six and seven million dol¬
lars' worth of sweet potatoes have been
grown In that locality. Manhattan Is the
seat of the Kansas State Agricultural Col¬
lege, which ranks next to that of Iowa.

Largest Military Post.
A few miles west la Fort Riley, the larg¬

est military post in the country, with a

(uriaon of three or four regiments, from

2.300 to 3,000 troops. It is tho cavalry
school for the army and~the rendezvous for
the annual maneuvers of the milltai'y forces
0/the central states. There are to be four
such rendezvous.at Mount Gretna, Pa.;
Chlckamauga. Tenn.; Fort Riley and at
some point yet to be chosen In California.
A military commission selected a ranch In
the southern part of that state and recom¬
mended Its purchase several years ago, but
local rivalries have prevented final action.
Fort Riley now has 21,000 acres of land
fir maneuvers, and the government has In¬
vested several millions of dollars in build¬
ings. The plan of the War Department
contemplates the expenditure of several
millions more. There is an expansion in
some direction every year. The appropria¬

tion made by Congress last winter was

$250,000.
Somowhere In this locality Is the center

of the United States, and each of several
towns has laid claims to the honor of pos¬
sessing the exact spot. Two or three of
them have erected monuments to maKe
sure of It. and a number have endeavored
to establish their claims by maps, dia¬
grams and printed matter. Sallna. Abilene,
Junction City, Wakeeny and others are
stUl In the controversy, notwithstanding
the fact that Prof. Gilbert, the official
geographer of the United States, has de¬
cided that the geographical center of the
United States (excluding Alaska) Is In lati¬
tude 80 degrees 55 minutes and longitude
98 degrees and 50 minutes, between 8mith
Center and Poseyville, Smith county. Kan.,
on the Rock Island railroad, near the Ne¬

braska line. Until recently the geographl
cal center has been as elusive as the nortt
pole, and it would save a greU deal o

mental and moral wear and tear If thk
geological survey would erect a marblt
shaft, or at least put up a hickory pole, a'
the exact spot. In that case the severa
rival towns would quit scrapping about It.
Everybody will admit the appropriateness

of locating the middle of the universe nen
a town named Smith Center and In 1
county named Smith.

The Sunday Star,
Including the Magazine Section,

By Mail, $1.50 a Year.


